5 Ways to Make Your Chamber Membership Work for You

Professionals join The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii to gain knowledge, have an organization act as an advocate on their behalf and to engage in opportunities for networking. What many members do not understand is that joining this great organization is just the beginning. Here are 5 tips to make the most out of your membership.

1. Put Chamber meetings on your calendar as a recurring appointment or as soon as the announcement is made of an event. This avoids scheduling conflicting appointments during Chamber events.  Being at meetings and events regularly is the first step to success.
2. Set a goal to bring at least 1 visitor to each event you are attending. Who do you do business with that could benefit from what the Chamber offers or would like to meet our members? If you like and trust this professional, wouldn’t you want to help them increase their knowledge and business this year? Investing in a relationship is a great way to develop referral partners.
3. Set at least one appointment a month with a member you haven’t done business with yet or that you do not know very well. This one-on-one time will give you new ideas about how you might help each other or who to introduce them to. Concentrate on getting to know your members better and learn how to develop strategies to help each other.
4. Create an effective 60 second or elevator pitch so you can teach the other people you meet what you do and how to find you business.  You do not need to tell them how you do your business, but a simplified sentence or two of the benefits you provide and who you want to meet. Everyone you meet could possibly help you with your business, and you can help them. 
5. Most importantly – get involved!! Demonstrate to people your skills, knowledge and commitment to help out. Join a committee, help set up a function or a workshop. This is a great way for you to get noticed and be remembered as well as a way to help out the Chamber.
The keys to success in joining The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii are the same as for your business: plan, prepare, execute and evaluate. Too many of us see our Chamber participation as separate from our business, when in fact the way we present ourselves at a Chamber meeting is the model our members see as how we do business.
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